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PARIS FOR AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE SMITH 

EO 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, IV 

SUB J : PRESENTATION OF LETTERS OF CREDENCE AND RECALL 

1. IN HOPES OF OBTAINING EARLIEST POSSIBLE MEETING WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER FOR PRESENTATION OF COPIES OF LETTERS AND FOR ARRANGING 
APPOINTMENT FOR FORMAL PRESENTATION, I CALLED CHIEF OF PROTOCOL 
OUEGNIN TO REMIND HIM OF DATE AND TIME OF YOUR ARRIVAL AND OUR 
DESIRES FOR EARLIEST POSSIBLE MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER AND 
PRESIDENT. 

2. HE NOTED ARRIVAL INFORMATION THEN SAID NOTHING COULD BE DONE 
ABOUT FORMAL PRESENTATION "UNTIL END OF THE MONTH" BECAUSE PRES- 
IDENT DEPARTING ON 10 DAY TRIP TO NORTH ON FEBRUARY 18 (CONFIRMED 
IN TODAY'S PAPER). 

3. 1 TRIED TO EXPLAIN ABOUT SAHEL COM CONFERENCE BUT HE INTERRUPTED 
TO SAY THAT IN VIEW OF THE EXCELLENCE OF THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR 
COUNTRIES WE COULD COUNT ON EARLIEST POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT, BUT NOT 
UNTIL AFTER PRESIDENT RETURNS. HE THEN ASKED FOR COPY OF PROPOSED 
REMARKS WHICH I PROMISED FOR MONDAY, MARCH 11. 

4. WE ARE SENDING YOU BY SEPTEL OUR PROPOSAL FOR THREE MINOR 
CHANGES. REQUEST CONCURRENCE OR COMMENTS. 
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5. COMMENT: WE ARE SO SORRY ABOUT THE DELAY BUT IT LOOKS LIKE 
ANOTHER ONE OF THOSE FRUSTRATING WAITS. 

DIAMANTI 
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